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Non-Technical Summary 
The report has analysed data from the Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trusts Historic Environment 
Record (HER), the National Monuments Record (NMR) and data held by Cadw to provide a detailed 
assessment of known elements of the historic environment within and around the proposed wind 
farm.  A study area of 2 km was used for HER and NMR data and a 10 km search area used for 
designated historic assets around the site.  The search has included analysis of scheduled monuments, 
listed buildings, conservation areas and registered historic parks and gardens.  

One World Heritage Site, and 1001 listed buildings were initially identified, along with 33 conservation 
areas, 11 RHPGs and 74 scheduled monuments.  Of the 74 Scheduled Monuments identified within 
the 10 km study area, six were considered in more detailed during the assessment process.  It was 
concluded that the proposed wind farm would cause harm to the setting of two of these scheduled 
monuments within the 10 km study area, this would be at a low level not causing any impact to the 
significance of the monuments.  

Further consideration was given to all other designated sites, their heritage interests and significance, 
and the contribution made to this significance by their settings and the contribution of the site within 
that setting (if any). Following this staged approach there were no other designated heritage assets 
whose significance would be harmed by the level of change posed within their settings (if any change 
was identified at all).

Based on the information within the HER and NMR, supplemented by historic mapping, the proposed 
wind farm is considered to have a moderate potential for prehistoric archaeological remains, as a 
possible cairn is recorded on the HER/NMR and two possible round barrows and an area of potential 
cairns have been identified by Lidar analysis.  

There is a low potential for archaeological remains of the Roman period, due to the paucity of known 
records in the vicinity.  There is also a low potential for remains of the early medieval and medieval 
periods as the site lies on an upland area that would have likely been used for animal grazing rather 
than any occupation or other activity.  There is a moderate potential for archaeological remains of 
post medieval date to be present within the site, with known boundary markers located within the 
proposed wind farm as well as areas of known quarrying, including features identified from Lidar 
analysis.  There is a low potential for remains of modern date to be present, excluding the area where 
remains of the HF-DF radar station are present.

The majority of the proposed wind farm area has not been subject to previous development and 
appears to have been used as open common land since the medieval period.  Areas of quarrying, the 
HF-DF radar station and modern building associated with communications masts are present but 
these occupy a small part of the proposed wind farm.

For buried archaeological remains mitigation could be implemented for direct impacts from the 
proposed wind farm in the form of evaluation investigations across the development area followed 
by excavation or other forms of recording as appropriate to any remains revealed.  The one area 
where a potential impact to archaeology may occur is in between Lidar Area 3 and Lidar Area 4 where 
the potential for prehistoric burial mounds and cairns has been identified.  The access track has been 
redesigned to avoid running through these Lidar Areas.  Based on the assessment it is not anticipated 
that any below ground archaeological remains will be of such high significance that they could be a 
constraint to the proposals, and that any such remains can be dealt with through appropriate 
mitigation by way of conditions on planning permission.

The scope of any further archaeological works that would be needed in advance or during 
development of the proposed wind farm would need to be discussed and agreed with Planning 
Services at Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust in their capacity as archaeological advisors to 
Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen County Borough Councils.  Cadw and the Conservation Officers would 
respond on issues regarding the designated historic assets in the study area.
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Crynodeb Di-Technegol

Mae’r adroddiad wedi dadansoddi data o Gofnodion Amgylchedd Hanesyddol (CAH) 
Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Morgannwg Gwent, y Cofnod Henebion Cenedlaethol (CHC) a 
data a gedwir gan Cadw  ddarparu asesiad manwl o elfennau hysbys o’r amgylchedd hanesyddol 
o fewn ac o amgylch y fferm wynt arfaethedig.  Defnyddiwyd ardal astudiaeth o 2 km ar gyfer 
data CAH ac CHC a defnyddiwyd ardal chwilio 10 km ar gyfer asedau hanesyddol dynodedig o 
amgylch y safle.  Mae'r chwiliad wedi cynnwys dadansoddiad o henebion cofrestredig, adeiladau 
rhestredig, ardaloedd cadwraeth a pharciau a gerddi hanesyddol cofrestredig.  
Nodwyd un Safle Treftadaeth y Byd, a 1001 o adeiladau rhestredig i ddechrau, ynghyd â 33 o 
ardaloedd cadwraeth, 11 o Dirweddau, Parciau a Gerddi Cofrestredig a 74 o henebion 
cofrestredig.  O'r 74 o Henebion Cofrestredig a nodwyd o fewn ardal 10 km yr astudiaeth, 
ystyriwyd chwech yn fanylach yn ystod y broses asesu.  Daethpwyd i'r casgliad y byddai'r fferm 
wynt arfaethedig yn achosi niwed i osodiad dwy o'r henebion cofrestredig hyn o fewn yr ardal 
astudiaeth 10 km, byddai hyn ar lefel isel heb achosi unrhyw effaith ar arwyddocâd yr henebion.  
Rhoddwyd ystyriaeth bellach i'r holl safleoedd dynodedig eraill, eu diddordebau treftadaeth a'u 
harwyddocâd, a'r cyfraniad a wneir i'r arwyddocâd hwn gan eu gosodiadau a chyfraniad y safle 
o fewn y gosodiad hwnnw (os o gwbl). Yn dilyn y dull fesul cam hwn, nid oedd unrhyw asedau 
treftadaeth dynodedig eraill y byddai lefel y newid yn eu lleoliadau yn niweidio eu harwyddocâd 
(pe bai unrhyw newid yn cael ei nodi o gwbl).
Yn seiliedig ar y wybodaeth yn y CAH a’r CHC, a ategwyd gan fapiau hanesyddol, ystyrir bod 
gan y fferm wynt arfaethedig botensial cymedrol ar gyfer olion archaeolegol cynhanesyddol, 
gan fod carnedd bosibl wedi’i chofnodi ar y CAH/CHC a dau feddrod crwn posibl ac ardal 
carneddau posibl wedi’i nodi mewn dadansoddiad Lidar.  
Mae potensial isel am weddillion archaeolegol y cyfnod Rhufeinig, oherwydd prinder cofnodion 
hysbys yn y cyffiniau.  Mae potensial isel hefyd am olion o’r canol oesoedd cynnar a’r canol 
oesoedd gan fod y safle wedi’i leoli ar ardal ucheldirol a fyddai’n debygol o gael ei defnyddio ar 
gyfer pori anifeiliaid yn hytrach nag unrhyw feddiannaeth neu weithgaredd arall.  Mae potensial 
cymedrol i weddillion archaeolegol o'r cyfnod ôl-ganoloesol fod yn bresennol o fewn y safle, 
gyda marcwyr ffiniau hysbys wedi'u lleoli o fewn y fferm wynt arfaethedig yn ogystal ag 
ardaloedd chwarelyddol hysbys, gan gynnwys nodweddion a nodwyd o ddadansoddiad Lidar.  
Mae potensial isel i weddillion modern fod yn bresennol, heb gynnwys yr ardal lle mae olion 
gorsaf radar HF-DF yn bresennol.
Nid yw'r rhan fwyaf o ardal y fferm wynt arfaethedig wedi bod yn destun datblygiad blaenorol 
ac ymddengys iddo gael ei ddefnyddio fel tir comin agored ers y cyfnod canoloesol.  Mae 
ardaloedd chwarela, gorsaf radar HF-DF ac adeiladau modern sy'n gysylltiedig â mastiau 
cyfathrebu yn bresennol ond mae'r rhain yn meddiannu rhan fach o'r fferm wynt arfaethedig.
Ar gyfer gweddillion archaeolegol claddedig, gellid cymryd camau lliniaru ar gyfer effeithiau 
uniongyrchol o'r fferm wynt arfaethedig ar ffurf ymchwiliadau gwerthuso ar draws yr ardal 
ddatblygu a ddilynir gan gloddio neu fathau eraill o gofnodi fel sy'n briodol i unrhyw weddillion 
a ddatgelir.  Yr un ardal lle gallai effaith bosibl ar archaeoleg ddigwydd yw Ardal Lidar 4 lle 
mae’r potensial ar gyfer tomenni claddu a charneddau cynhanesyddol wedi’i nodi. Mae’r llwybr 
mynediad wedi’i ailddylunio i osgoi torri trwy’r Ardaleodd Lidar hyn.  Ar sail yr asesiad ni ragwelir 
y bydd unrhyw weddillion archaeolegol o dan y ddaear mor sylweddol fel y gallent fod yn 
gyfyngiad ar y cynigion, ac y gellir delio ag unrhyw weddillion o'r fath trwy liniaru priodol trwy 
amodau ar ganiatâd cynllunio.
Byddai angen trafod cwmpas unrhyw waith archaeolegol pellach y byddai ei angen ymlaen llaw 
neu yn ystod datblygiad y fferm wynt arfaethedig a chytuno arno gyda Gwasanaethau Cynllunio 
Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Morgannwg Gwent yn rhinwedd eu swydd fel cynghorwyr 
archaeolegol i Gynghorau Bwrdeistref Sirol Blaenau Gwent a Thorfaen.  Byddai Cadw a'r 
Swyddogion Cadwraeth yn ymateb ar faterion yn ymwneud â'r asedau hanesyddol dynodedig 
yn ardal yr astudiaeth.
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1. Introduction
Background

1.1 This historic environment desk-based assessment has been prepared by James Meek 
MCIfA and Dr Paula Jones of HCUK Group on behalf of RES.  This document will be 
included as a technical appendix to the Cultural Heritage chapter of the 
Environmental Statement (ES) for the proposed wind farm.

1.2 The proposed wind farm straddles the boundary of two local planning authorities, 
Torfaen County Borough Council to the east and Caerphilly County Borough Council 
to the west. The red line boundary of the proposed wind farm is referred to as the 
‘site boundary’ (Figures 1 and 2).  

1.3 The proposals are for 13 horizontal axis wind turbines up to a maximum tip height of 
149.9 m.  The 13 turbines will have a total installed capacity of approximately 54.6 
MW.  The proposed wind farm would operate for a period of 35 years.  The proposals 
would also include several temporary and permanent diversions to public rights of 
way and the provision of a new area of common land to replace that occupied by the 
turbines and infrastructure.

1.4 The standard is stated by Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) as: Desk-
based assessment will determine, as far as is reasonably possible from existing 
records, the nature, extent and significance of the historic environment within a 
specified area.  Desk-based assessment will be undertaken using appropriate 
methods and practices which satisfy the stated aims of the project, and which 
comply with the Code of Conduct and other relevant regulations of CIfA.  In a 
development context desk-based assessment will establish the impact of the 
proposed wind farm on the significance of the historic environment (or will identify 
the need for further evaluation to do so), and will enable reasoned proposals and 
decisions to be made whether to mitigate, offset or accept without further 
intervention that impact.

1.5 A desk-based assessment is defined by CIfA as: ……a programme of study of the 
historic environment within a specified area or site on land, the inter-tidal zone or 
underwater that addresses agreed research and/or conservation objectives. It 
consists of an analysis of existing written, graphic, photographic and electronic 
information in order to identify the likely historic assets, their interests and 
significance and the character of the study area, including appropriate consideration 
of the settings of historic assets and, in England, the nature, extent and quality of 
the known or potential archaeological, historic, architectural and artistic interest. 
Significance is to be judged in a local, regional, national or international context as 
appropriate.
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1.6 For the purposes of Planning Policy in Wales TAN 24 – The Historic Environment, the 
historic environment is defined as: All aspects of the environment resulting from 
the interaction between people and places through time, including all surviving 
physical remains of past human activity, whether visible, buried or submerged, and 
deliberately planted or managed (para 1.7, Welsh Government 20171).

1.7 A historic asset is: An identifiable component of the historic environment. It may 
consist or be a combination of an archaeological site, a historic building or area, 
historic park and garden or a parcel of historic landscape. Nationally important 
historic assets will normally be designated.2 

1.8 This report contains information about the historic environment and historic assets in 
the vicinity of the proposed wind farm site, which will assist the archaeological 
advisors to the planning authority, Planning Services at Glamorgan Gwent 
Archaeological Trust and Cadw as archaeological advisors to Welsh Government, in 
their decision about the application and what, if any, archaeological mitigation will be 
required.  This report includes a desk-based assessment and settings assessment 
based on ‘Settings of Historic Assets in Wales’ guidance (Cadw 20173).  

1.9 Further guidance on how the planning system considers the historic environment and 
historic assets during development plan preparation and decision making on planning 
and Listed Building (LBC) applications can be found in Planning Policy Wales: 
Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (Welsh Government 2017; 
available online).

1.10 This desk-based assessment comprises an examination of digital data held by the 
Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust (GGAT) Historic Environment Record (HER), 
and by the National Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW) together with documentary 
research.  It incorporates a map regression indicating the impact of change over 
time.  The report also references the ‘Guidance for the Submission of Data to the 
Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs)’.4  A written scheme of investigation 
(WSI) for the methodology of the assessment was submitted to and approved by the 
Planning Services section of GGAT.  The WSI is included as Technical Appendix 8.1: 
Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) of the Environmental Statement for the 
proposed Mynydd Maen Wind Farm.

1.11 Data has been collected for an area comprising a 10 km radius of the site boundary 
for designated historic assets (Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Historic Parks 

1 Welsh Government 2016, Planning Policy Wales TAN 24 The Historic Environment 2017
2 Ibid
3 https://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-05/Setting%20of%20Historic%20Assets%20in%20Wales%20EN.pdf
4 Guidance for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) updated 2022 – Clwyd Powys, Dyfed, Glamorgan Gwent 
and Gwynedd Archaeological Trust’s
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and Gardens) and 2 km for Historic Environment Record and National Monument 
Record data. These radii have been selected on the basis of professional judgment as 
being sufficient to determine the archaeological potential of the development 
proposals, taking into account its location, topography, and character.  They have 
been confirmed with GGAT through the preparation of a written scheme of 
investigation for this assessment.

1.12 This assessment will be in accordance with Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales, 
Planning Policy Wales Technical Advice Note 24 and the procedures set out in CIA’s 
‘Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-based Assessment’.

1.13 The purpose of this assessment is to determine and assess the archaeological 
potential of the development proposals and to assess the significance of any relevant 
heritage assets identified.  The report is informed by site inspection, historical 
information, and by data relating to heritage assets. It seeks to provide sufficient 
information to allow an informed understanding of the potential impact of the 
proposed wind farm on the significance of those assets, and to consider the need for 
solutions (design, engineering) where necessary. 

1.14 This report will inform the Cultural Heritage chapter of the ES being prepared for the 
scheme and is included as Technical Appendix 8.2: Historic Environment Desk-Based 
Assessment (HEDBA).

Geology 

1.15 The British Geological Survey (BGS)5 identifies the underlying solid geology across 
the entire site boundary as Hughes Member – Sandstone, a sedimentary bedrock 
formed between 309.5 and 308 million years ago during the Carboniferous period.

1.16 No superficial deposits are recorded within the site boundary, although patches of 
Head - clay, silt, sand and gravel (.a sedimentary superficial deposit formed between 
2.588 million years ago and the present during the Quaternary period) are recorded 
around the north-eastern and eastern sides of the site boundary. 

Topography

1.17 The proposed wind farm lies on the upland area of Mynydd Maen, comprising the 
three named summits of Mynydd Llwyd to the north; Mynydd Twyn Glas to the 
centre and South Top to the south.  The site boundary lies around 1.2 km due west 
of Upper Cwmbran to the south-east and 2 km east of Newbridge to the west

5 http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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1.18 The western edge of the site boundary is the lowest, lying at around 360 m above 
Ordnance Datum (aOD), rising to the east.  Mynydd Llwyd lies at over 468 m aOD; 
Mynydd Twyn-glas lies at around 472 m aOD; and South Top at around 460 m aOD.  
The site boundary drops down to the 510 m contour to the west and c.510 m contour 
to the south (Figures 3 and 4).  

1.19 The eastern edge of the site boundary drops to around 430 m aOD; The southern tip 
lies at 370 m aOD; the south-western side is around 400 m aOD; and the northern 
edge lies at around 420 m aOD.

1.20 The land is presently open grass moorland with areas of gorse.  A number of paths 
cross the area as well as a larger access track running from the west to the central 
communications mast and associated buildings situated within a compound, and a 
smaller trackway running to the north to a second mast and building site.  Other 
trackways are mostly just worn footpaths through the existing ground surface.

1.21 The development will comprise:

• Thirteen wind turbines up to a maximum tip height of 149.9 m; 

• An improved site entrance to the west;

• New access tracks;

• Crane hardstandings;

• Control building and substation compound;

• Electricity transformers;

• Temporary contractor’s compound;

• Underground cabling; and 

• Drainage works.

1.22 The turbine locations are proposed to be located as follows:

Table 1:  Proposed Turbine Locations

Turbine 
Reference

Easting Northing

T1 325890 198807
T2 326059 198524
T3 325526 198816
T4 325614 198412
T5 325238 198350
T6 325049 198675
T7 324783 198338
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T8 325883 198185
T9 326177 197665

T10 325575 197282
T11 325739 196966
T12 325543 196591
T13 325731 196358

1.23 Turbines 1 to 8 lie in the north-eastern part of the site.

1.24 Turbines 9 to 13 lie in the central and southern parts of the site.

Site Visit 

1.25 Site visits have been undertaken to the area of the proposed wind farm and its 
environs to observe the proposed locations of the turbines and associated 
infrastructure and roads.  This has been supplemented by a review of 1 m resolution 
Lidar survey of the full application site.  This has enabled further observation of the 
proposed wind farm area and also manipulation of Lidar data to observe for small 
variations in ground level to identify visible potential archaeological remains.

1.26 The following photographs provide an overview of the area. 

Photo 1:  View east from western edge of site-
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Photo 2:  View west from western side of site close to southern boundary towards Newbridge

Photo 3:  View north-east from western side of site close to southern edge, showing 
electricity pylons crossing Mynydd Maen


